West University
Place

To: Zoning Board of Adjustments
From: Clay Chew, Building Official
Date: April 23, 2020

Re: Staff Report for Docket 2000-0003

Applicant’s Request

Applicant is requesting a variance to install a second gas meter for a backup generator at 2628 Quenby

Backqground Information

The second meter was denied due to the Zoning Ordinance only allowing one on a single family detached
building site.

Appendix A, Article 2, Section 2-102 Certain Terms, Single-detached use. (2) There is no multiple utility
service on the building site.

Variance Request

Applicant is requesting a variance to install a second gas meter for a backup generator at 2628 Quenby Ave.

(1) The ZBA has made all findings and determinations required by state law for the granting of a variance. A "special
condition” or "hardship" that is self-created, personal or based only on financial reasons is not sufficient to support the
issuance of a variance. The findings to grant a favorable result for this application are as follows:

1. The ZBA must find that a literal enforcement of the ordinance would result in an unnecessary hardship.

2. By granting the variance would the spirit of the ordinance be observed and substantial justice done?

3. Would the variance be contrary to the public interest?
(2) The ZBA has made any additional findings and determinations required by a specific provision of this section which
relates to the variance.
(3) The variance has been reduced to writing and includes any conditions prescribed by the ZBA or required by this section
for the variance in question.
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It seems obvious that our city should not be forbidding us to
spend our own money to provide the health and safety
equipment we need to be safe and secure in our own home.

The Purpose of our city code states “...the City's comprehensive

plan for the purpose of promoting the health, safety, morals and
general welfare of the City.” [bold added] The requested variance
supports the City’s commitment to promote the health and safety of its
residents.

The denial of the variance will place us at an undue health and safety
risk.

This limited variance for a dedicated gas meter for a standby
generator is clearly consistent with the apparent intent of the code to
block use of single-family dwellings from becoming rental units.

Once the variance is recorded there will be no ambiguity as to its

intent in limiting the gas service to supply a backup generator at our
home.
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